
1 
 
 

  

First Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1200 4th Avenue 

Worthington, MN 56187 
(507) 376-6148 

Fax: (507) 376-6149 
Email: felcwgtn@gmail.com 

Website: felcwgtn.org 

July 
2026 

Evangel OFFICE HOURS:   
Monday—Thursday 8:00 am—12:00 pm   
                                    1:00—4:30 pm 
Friday   8:00 am—12:00 pm 

Church will be locked over the noon hour. 

WORSHIP:   6:00 pm—Wednesday 

  9:30 am—Sunday 

COMMUNION:  Wednesday   

        First & Third Sunday 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 8:45 am (Sept–May) 

CONGREGATION OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT – Matt Russell  
(507) 360-5835 
VICE PRESIDENT – Lonnie Myrom  
(507) 329-3849 
SECRETARY – Carrie Adams 
(507) 329-562  

 

CHURCH STAFF 
Jeanette McCormick—Pastor 

Natalie Zinnel—Administrative Secretary/         
Co-Treasurer 

Brenda Richards—Youth & Family Director 

Todd Poppema—Custodian 

Eric Parrish —Choir Director/Worship Planner 

Lori Nienkerk—Choir Accompanist/ 
 Organist/Pianist 

Arlene Lowe—Co-Treasurer 

Debbie Koob—Financial Secretary  

Jim & Paula Laffrenzen—Parish Visitors 

MISSION STATEMENT 
FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, WORTHINGTON, MN 

God has called us, the baptized 
members of First Evangelical  

Lutheran Church, Worthington, 
Minnesota, to proclaim the Gospel 
and make disciples of all people. 

  

Living out our Mission 

In obedience, we commit ourselves 
to the Lord’s ministry rooted in a 
fertile agricultural prairie of God’s 
creation.  Relying on the promise of 
the Holy Spirit, and through Word 
and Sacraments, we will grow  
toward wholeness through worship, 
learning, service, witness, support, 
and fellowship.     
   Adopted 5-31-87 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 
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Dear First Lutheran, 
 
 June 5-6 the Southwestern MN ELCA Synod gathered for their assembly. The theme of this year’s assembly 
was “Grounded in Hope.”  First Lutheran sent Nora and John Leinen as delegates. Likewise, Austin Peters-Smith 
served both as a delegate and helped support the efforts of the assembly via his role on Synod Council. I tabled, 
sharing information and resources on behalf of our Synod’s Hunger Team. I also presented the Synod’s Bread Basket 
award on behalf of the committee. 
 There was not a great deal of business to attend to at this assembly, but many positive moments were shared. 
We celebrated ministry anniversaries and clergy who have passed away during the previous year. Many people were 
elected to various synodical committees. I am grateful to all those who consistently step up to serve on necessary 
committees such as synod council, the discipline committee (handles issues with clergy), the consultation committee 
(handles conflict with churches and their pastors) and more. We passed the 2028 budget.  (The synod is always looking 
far into the future in regards to their budgets in order to be able to share information with all congregations properly.) 
Once again, the budget reflects continued cuts in spending in order to gradually work towards a balanced budget in the 
upcoming years. That is, as the synod treasurer shared, giving has significantly decreased over the past decade. 
Therefore, the synod has had to make adjustments, accordingly, utilizing reserves to avoid making drastic changes that 
would affect congregations and their pastors. The synod has reduced its staff size over the years, and they have rented 
out part of the synod offices. They are continuing to collect donations to support the renovation of the synod office in 
order to accommodate the new renter and staff workspace. In the 2025 national assembly, edits were made to the 
synodical constitutions, and those were adopted, as well. Compensation guidelines were presented and adopted.  
Significant conversation took place about how to make the yearly step increases more uniform. The Compensation 
Guidelines committee plans to look into this more closely in the upcoming year and make adjustments as it seems fit. 
Bishop Dee Peterson preached in the Friday evening service and the Rev. Dr. Phyllis Blair Milton preached at 
Saturday’s worship service. Southwestern MN Synod staff shared updates about our specific synod and Jill Beverlin 
gave updates from churchwide (via her role as the coordinator for Coaching Ministries). The time together was, 
overall, fairly straight forward and informative. 
 One highlight for the Synod assembly for me was the commissioning of the Synodically Authorized Ministers 
(SAMs). It might seem strange that I, an ordained pastor, would find the commissioning of SAMs to be a highlight. 
However, I have been privileged to serve on the synod’s newly formed SAM support committee and have gotten to 
know these individuals. Most of those serving are retired and have stepped up to serve their local congregations as it 
has become apparent that many of them will not receive an ordained pastor (or at least won’t be able to receive one 
immediately). They bring a wealth of knowledge, experience and relational wisdom to their roles. Our Synod would be 
in a very challenging situation if such brave and generous people weren’t willing to fill our pulpits. They received a 
standing ovation led (at first) by the clergy because we know what a hard reality it would be if our SAMS were not 
willing to step out in faith as they are. It is an honor to get to serve them through my work on their support committee.   
 Another highlight for me was listening to Rev. Joseph’s Yoo’s Bible studies. He has a strong online presence, 
and I encourage people to check out his work. He led a study about the parable of the sower (Matthew 13 and Luke 8) 
and emphasized that most of the time we focus on the soil.  Instead, we should focus on the sower. This sower, who 
represents God, is actually a very poor businessman, as he seems to have no concern that he is wasting seed. But, as he 
noted, this shows that our God (like the sower) has an abundance of goodness that God shares fully and radically with 
all of us. Likewise, he discussed the story of Jesus forgiving and healing the paralytic who is lowered through the roof 
(Mark 2). He noted that, of anyone in that story, he was probably most likely to be an onlooker who was looking at the 
roof and saying, “What did you just do to our roof!”  He noted that most of us Christians are the same. But, sometimes, 
things must be torn apart before healing can happen. Yoo used this story to help us consider how our aversion to 
change prevents others from experiencing Jesus and receiving healing. His words gave me a great deal to consider in 
my life. 
 Thank you for supporting the delegates and me in attending Synod assembly. It was good to gather with 
colleagues and friends from other congregations. Pray for our Synod as we enter into a bishop election year. I urge you 
to consider being a delegate for this upcoming year’s assembly (2027). It should be an interesting process and you’ll 
have the opportunity to hear what various pastors are hoping for in regard to the future of our synod. 
 
Gratefully, Rev. Jeanette McCormick 

PASTOR JEANETTE’S ARTICLE 
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  Praise the Lord 

The following is the financial report for 
First Lutheran as of May, 2026: 
General Fund: 
 Bal. 4/30/26: $28,714.88 
 Inc., May  $31,737.63 
 Exp., May  $26,273.73 
 Bal. 5/31/26: $34,178.78 

Grace Lutheran Reimbursement—
$16,492.00 

Building Fund: 
 Bal. 4/30/26:  $40,773.37 
 Inc., May  $5,189.47 
 Exp., May  $0.00 
 Bal. 5/31/26:  $45,962.84 

Lessons and Themes for the Sundays in 
July 2026: 
7/5/26: Freedom to Stand Firm 

 Galatians 5:1, 13-14 
 Psalm 46 
 Acts 4:5-22 
 John 8:31-36 
7/12/26: Rooted in the fullness of Christ 
 Ephesians 3:14-21  
 Psalm 72:1-4, 12-14, 18-19 
 Acts 17:1-7 
 John 6:1-21 
7/19/2026: Sustained by the Bread of Life 
 Ephesians 4:1-16 
 Psalm 78:23-29 
 Acts 14:19-28 
 John 6:24-35 
7/26/2026: Steadfast in the Storm 
 Ephesians 6:10-20 
 Psalm 84 
 Acts 27:13-26 
 John 6:56-69 

 Card Ministry meets the  
 second Wednesday of each  
 month at 6:30 pm. Come  
 join the fun. No experience 
necessary! Check out our display in 
Centennial Hall to purchase a card for $2 
(NEW PRICE). Funds will be designated 
to different groups as needed. 

 
 
 

 

The office will be closed 
on Friday, July 3 for the 

4th of July Holiday. 

Serving Scoops and Smiles! 
 
Please join us after church on Wednesday 
nights through August 1. Ice cream and 
toppings will be served in the church parking 
lot. It’s easy and fun to be part of this ministry 
to our church and community. If you would 
still like to help serve ice cream, give me a call 
at 507-370-4218.  
There is not much work,  
a short time commitment  
and lots of smiling faces! 
 
Mary Ingenthron 
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Servants 

If for any reason you are unable to serve at the time indicated, please trade with someone else 
on the list or find a replacement and contact the church office so that the names can be listed 
correctly in the church bulletin. This is a temporary schedule for the month so it may change.  
Thank you. 

Assisting Minister & Lector (Contact 
Person: Church Office, 376-6148) 
7/5 9:30 Ed Philipp 
7/12 9:30 Adam Vosburgh 
7/19 9:30 Matt Russell 
7/26 9:30 Paula Laffrenzen 
 

Computer Assistant (Contact Person: 
Church Office, 376-6148) 
7/5 9:30 Glenda Lais 
7/12 9:30 Ryan McGaughey 
7/19 9:30 Pam Fleming 
7/26 9:30 Glenda Lais 
  

Van Driver: (Contact Person: Church Office 376-6148) 
7/5 9:30 Midg White (360-3215) 
7/12 9:30 Daren Bauman (360-9275) 
7/19 9:30 Matt Russell (360-5835) 
7/26 9:30 Larry Woodbury (360-2689) 
 

Greeters (Contact Person: Church Office, 376-6148)  
7/5 9:30 Diane Sletten 
7/12 9:30 Judy Selberg 
7/19 9:30 Doug & Julie Christensen 
7/26 9:30 Mary Ferguson 
 

Acolytes (Contact Person: Church 
Office, 376-6148) 
7/5 9:30 Parker Kleve 
7/12 9:30 Olivia Gerdes 
7/19 9:30 Kinsley Neugebauer 
7/26 9:30 Braelyn Schroeder 
 

Sound (Contact Person: Church  
Office, 376-6148) 
7/5 9:30 Doug Frisch 
7/12 9:30 Doug Frisch 
7/19 9:30 Kevin Fleming 
7/26 9:30 Pat Demuth 
 

Livestream (Contact Person: Church 
Office, 376-6148) 
7/5 9:30 Carrie Adams 
7/12 9:30 Debbie Koob 
7/19 9:30 Ethan Nixon 
7/26 9:30 Becca McGaughey 
 

Coffee Servers (Contact Person: Church Office, 376-6148) 
7/5 9:30 Debbie & Dale Koob & Jane Benson 
7/12 9:30 Norma & Larry Woodbury & Diane Sletten 
7/19 9:30 Clinton & Alison Nixon Family 
7/26 9:30 Brenda Hurlbut, Todd Hallstrom & Mary Ferguson 
  

DEATH & SYMPATHY: James “Jim” Myron Black died 
May 1, 2026, at the age of 87 years. His memorial service 
was held here at First Lutheran Church on May 18, 2026. 
We extend our Christian sympathy to his family. 

DEATH & SYMPATHY: Rodney Lee Poppema 
died April 7, 2026 at the age of 82 years. A private 
family service was held. We extend our Christian 
sympathy to his family. 
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  Radio Broadcast: You can sponsor the broadcast 
in memory or in honor of a family member or an 
event in your life. The cost to sponsor a broadcast 
is $75.00. Please sign up on the sheet in Centennial 
Hall. Thank you.  

  First Lutheran Benefits from your  
  Grocery Purchases. When you buy  
 groceries at Fareway, with the  
 Fareway Gift Card, First Lutheran  
 receives 5% from the sale of the gift 
card. Get yours today! The cards are available in the church 
office. We have $25, $50 or $100 gift cards to sell. You 
pay the full price for the card and the church receives 5%. 
As of May 31, 2026, a total of $6,653.74 has been put into 
the general fund.  

 First Lutheran Benefits from your  
 Grocery Purchases. When you buy  
 groceries at Hy-Vee, with the  
 Hy-Vee Gift Card, First Lutheran     
 receives 5% from the sale of the gift  
 card. Get yours today! The cards are 
available in the church office. We have $25, $50 or $100 
gift cards to sell. You pay the full price for the card and the 
church receives 5%. The card can also be used when you 
purchase gas. As of May 31, 2026, a total of $59,972.75 
has been put into the general fund. 

Gift Cards are available on 
communion Sunday mornings 
in Centennial Hall and in the 

office during the week.  

Summer Psalm  

Now it came to pass that spring 
turned to summer and God’s  
people raised their voices and 

said: Recreation is my shepherd, 
I shall not stay home; He maketh 
me to lie down in a sleeping bag; 

He leadeth me down the          
interstate each weekend, He    

restoreth my suntan; He leadeth 
me to state parks for comforts 

sake, even though I stray on the 
Lord’s Day, I will fear no       

reprimand for thou art with me; 
My rod and reel, they comfort 

me. I anoint my skin with oil, My 
gas tank runneth dry. Surely my 

trailer shall follow me all the 
weekends this summer, and I 

shall return to the Lord this fall. 
(But then it is hunting season and 

that is another Psalm.) 

“A Prayer for Our Nation” 

Almighty God, we remember that you are the Lord of all nations including the United States of     
America. We are mindful that we stand responsible and accountable before you as we consider our         
stewardship as citizens of this land. Make us equal to our challenges, O Lord. Guide us into providing 
justice for all. Turn our hearts toward our children that we may teach them rightly to please you in their 
citizenship. Enable us to make certain that all citizens, affluent and poor, young and old, male and      
female are treated fairly and never forgotten. Most of all, keep us aware of your providential care and 
guidance that we may never assume that we are  totally on our own. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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July 
Birthdays 

2     Travis Thiner 10   Jordon Rogers 25   Parker Bixby 
2     Jesse Cain 11   Dennis Christensen 27   Debra Thueson 
3     Nelson Tarus 11   Kimberly Kraft 28   Daren Bauman 
4     Angie Randgaard 12   Robin Nelson 28   Emily Nienkerk 
4     Tim Tarus 13   Rolf Mahlberg 28   Grayson Waldner 
4     Arnold Waldner 13   Valeri Wilkening 29   Amber Waldner 
5     Devin Frodermann 14   Ruth Rehborg 30   Jeanette McCormick 
5     Shari Nelson 15   Nicholas Dieter 31   Olivia Adams 
6     Russell Miller 16   Jordyn Sholes  
6     Estelle Nienkerk 17   Courtney Faragher 
7     Crystal Severance 19   Katelyn Frodermann 
9     Josh Hein 20   Zachary McGaughey 
9     Cindy Rogers 20   Maya Johnson 
9     Matt Russell 24   Krista Van Note 
9     Pam Stewart 25   John Widboom 

 “Jesus Prays” 

“You’ve hidden it from the learned.” 

 

A test given to astronaut candidates requires them to give 20 answers to the question, Who are you? John 
Glenn says the first few answers are easy: “‘I am a man. I am a flier. I am an American.’ But as you 
continue, it gets harder and harder to say who you are.” 

 

John Glenn’s observation illustrates an important point: we can know a lot about ourselves but not really 
know ourselves. Or, to put it in terms of Matthew 11:25-27, we can know a lot of facts about the Father, 
but not really know him. We can be too clever; we can know too much. We can miss the forest for the trees. 

 

The only way to get to know a person is to approach the person as a child does: with total trust and 
openness. 

 

How well do we really know the Father? 

 

Lord, help us realize that knowing our heavenly Father is not a question of opening a book and reading. It is 
a question of opening our heart and loving.  

 

Illustrated Daily Homilies by Mark Lick, SJ   
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JULY 2026 YOUTH NEWS 
 

Community Kids’ Camp 2026 was a huge success. This year’s camp was hosted at American Lutheran Church. 
Between the four churches (First Lutheran, American Lutheran, United Methodist, and Living Waters Covenant) we 
had over 50 volunteers and over 80 kids that attended, plus there were about 10 or so in our adult portion that was a 

huge hit. Thank you to those who volunteered during the week; from leading kids around, to leading and assisting with 
stations. Thank you also to our amazing kitchen crew that served on Thursday night and to those that brought cookies, 
it was very much appreciated. Thank you. Our theme was CREATE. We learned that we are created by God, for God, 
for others and for the world. Our theme verse was Matthew 5:16 "In the same way, let your light shine before others, 
that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven." We have a community kids camp Facebook 

group that has all of the pictures if you would like to check them out. 
 

Summer Fun! Come hang out with Pastor Martin and Brenda. 
Wednesday July 15 - MS and UP pizza and hangout at church from 2:00-4:30 pm 

Friday July 17 - HIGH SCHOOL/YOUNG ADULT ONLY hangout 6:00-8:00 pm bowling and dinner at Dudley's 
Friday August 7 - HIGH SCHOOL/YOUNG ADULT ONLY hangout 6:00-8:00 pm Pizza Ranch dinner and fun 

zone 
July 26-31 - NIGHTLIFE Camp at Badlands Ministries in Medora, ND. We have nine youth attending this summer! 

 

RUMMAGE SALE DONATIONS & VOLUNTEERS 
It's time to start thinking about the rummage sale! This is one of our biggest youth fundraisers of 
the year and it takes many helping hands to make it a success. You may begin bringing in your 

rummage sale donations now (July 1). Please drop off items in the Quilters Room (the room just 
inside the parking lot entrance). If you have large items to donate, please hold off on bringing 

them until closer to the sale, if possible. This helps us make the best use of our available space. 

 
The old youth room (next to the Coat Ministry Room) will serve as our Adult Clothing Room. Throughout the month, 
volunteers will be sorting, folding, and hanging clothing. If you'd like to help, feel free to stop by whenever the church 

is open. If possible, sorting donated clothing by size before bringing it in is appreciated, but not required. 

The Lion’s Den Room will be our Library Room. Volunteers are welcome to help sort and organize books and media 
anytime the church office is open. Our goal is to have these rooms organized ahead of time so we can focus on the 

main sale areas during the week of the sale. 

 

Rummage Sale Hours 

● Wednesday, August 13: 8:00 am – 8:00 pm 
● Thursday, August 14: 8:00 am – 8:00 pm 

● Friday, August 15: 8:00 am – 4:00 pm 
 

Whether you can help with planning, sorting, pricing, setting up, working during the sale, or cleaning up afterward, we 
would love to have you join us. Any help you can provide is greatly appreciated. Watch for updates and volunteer 

opportunities on the youth bulletin board, in the weekly bulletin, and on Facebook. Did you know that the youth group 
has a fundraising Facebook page? The link can be found on the church’s website or the youth bulletin board. Check it 
out for updates on this fundraiser and any presales. Questions? Want to help? Contact Brenda Richards. Thank you for 

supporting our youth ministry and helping make this fundraiser a success! 

 

We're also looking for people willing to provide meals for volunteers during the busy prep days and sale days. 

 

Save the date for next summer: June 28, 2027 - July 2, 2027 = National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, MN 
 

GRACIAS! THANK YOU! THANKS FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE! WE APPRECIATE YOU! MANY THANKS! MUCHAS GRACIAS  



8 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

14 Keeley Island Drive 
Slayton, MN 56172                   

507-763-3567 
camp@shetek.org 
www.shetek.org 

July 2026 

Shetek Lutheran Ministries Where Christ Renews and Empowers 

Help send kids to 
Camp…Become a Pelican Club 

or Timber Society member 
today.  Pelican Club members 

support the ministry with a gift 
of $100 - $499 a year and 

Timber Society members give 
$500 or more a year.  Thanks 

for your support! 

Wish List 

 New Vacuum 

 Children’s Books 

 Spark Bibles 

 Office Supplies-Dry Erase 

Markers, paper 

 Arts & Crafts Supplies 

 Refrigerator 

 Washing Machine 
 

Keep our dedicated team in your 
prayers. 

 

Upcoming Events 
Still Time To Register For Camp 

This Summer At The Lake!! 
Register online at Shetek.org or 

Call 507-763-3567 
 
 

 
 

Repurposed Cabin 9 for Arts and Crafts 


