
Christmas Eve Services – Wednesday, December 24 
4:00 PM—Traditional candlelight communion service with 
Christmas hymns. 
8:00 PM— Candlelight communion service with Christmas hymns. 
  

REMINDER: There will be no Christmas Day Service due to low attendance in the 
last few years. 

 
The office will be closed Wednesday, December 24 – Friday, 
December 26 for the Christmas Holiday.  
 

There will be no Wednesday night service on December 31.  
 

A COUNTRY CHRISTMAS GOSPEL SPECIAL 
with Paul Summers and Tom Gilmore 

Paul Summers will once again carry on the Holiday concert tradition at First Lutheran 
Church in Worthington. This year’s concert will be held on Saturday, December 20 
at 2:00 pm. The performance is free to the public with a free will offering. The theme 
of this year’s concert will be A Country Christmas Gospel Special with special guests 
Tom Gilmore, Paul’s band friend from the early days, and others to be announced. 
Mark your calendar and join us for an afternoon of Holiday classics, country style, 
gospel favorites and a surprise or two from Paul’s personal journey of reunion and 
discovery. All are welcome to celebrate the joy of the season.  
  
Reminder of Winter Weather Protocol—If the schools are closed; the office will be 
closed. If there is an early out for the schools, there will be no after school programs 
and the office will also close. Notices will be posted through email, Facebook and the 
local radio stations. Thank you! 
 
At the 2025 ELCA Churchwide Assembly, new revisions to the model constitution 
were approved. They can be found online (google "2025 Amendments to the Model 
Constitution for Congregations") or at church on the bulletin board off of Centennial 
Hall (please ask for assistance if you cannot find them). We will be voting in regards 
to adopting these changes at our annual meeting in January of 2026. Please feel free to 
talk with Pr. Jeanette with any questions about the proposed changes.  
 
Annual Reports are due in to the church office by Wednesday, December 31. 
  

First Lutheran Church – ELCA 
1200 4th Avenue - Worthington, MN 56187   

Ministers: All baptized members – Jeanette McCormick, Pastor  
Web Site: felcwgtn.org & Email: felcwgtn@gmail.com 

December 7, 2025 – 2nd Sunday in Advent: Valley of Dry Bones (* = please stand) 
GATHERING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ADVENT SONG ELW 240, “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” (vs. 1 & 2) 
LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (p. 94) 
*GATHERING SONG ELW 246, “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding!” 
*GREETING 
*KYRIE 
*CANTICLE OF PRAISE  ELW 251, “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness” 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY (p. 142) 
READING: The Valley of Dry Bones: Ezekiel 37:1-14  Sanctuary Choir 
PSALM 143 (Red Bible p. 505) 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (p. 142) ELW 262, “Wait for the Lord” 
*GOSPEL: John 11:25-26 (Red Bible p. 874) 
SERMON Pastor Jeanette 
*HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 711, “O Day of Peace” 
*ADVENT CREED – “Advent Credo” (Daniel Berrigan, 1921-2016) 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
*PEACE 
OFFERING & CGC MOMENT 
CHOIR ANTEHM Sanctuary Choir, “Dry Bones” (Traditional Spiritual: arr. Mark Hayes)   
OFFERING PRAYER (p. 144) 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING/DIALOGUE (p. 144) 
*PREFACE (p. 144) 
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (p. 144) 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (p. 145) 
*LORD’S PRAYER (p. 145) 
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
*COMMUNION (p. 146) 
*LAMB OF GOD (p. 146) 
COMMUNION SONGS ELW  506, “The Word of God Is Source and Seed” 
 ELW 715, “Christ, Be Our Light”  
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (p. 146) 
SENDING OF COMMUNION (p. 146) 
*BLESSING (p. 146) 
*SENDING SONG ELW 247, “Come Now, O Prince of Peace” 
*DISMISSAL (p. 146)  



SUNDAY SERVANTS 
ASSISTING MINISTER/LECTOR: Erin Makela 
ACOLYTE: Lexi Kleve 
SOUND: Paul Summers 
POWERPOINT: Pam Fleming 
PIANIST: Cindy Anderson 
VAN DRIVERS:  12-7 Larry Woodbury (360-2689) 
 12-14 Matt Russell (360-5835) 
GREETERS: Clinton & Alison Nixon Family 
LIVESTREAM: Debbie Koob 
COFFEE:  John & Nora Leinen & Doug & Julie Christensen 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Attendance  

  Attendance Last Sunday: 0 Attendance a year ago: 122 
 Attendance Last Wednesday: 17 Livestream: 780 

    
 
 
 
Members: Linda Towne, Mike Vosburgh, Joan Tofteland, Logan Waldner, Shirley 
Frisch, Erin Schutte-Wadzinski, Wadzinski Family, Leroy Merkel, Alvin Kuehl, Jean 
Black, Dennis Zierke, Kathy Summers, Glenda Lais, Val Veen, Zach Kempema, Gayle 
Huehn, JoAnn Kruse, Charlene Wachter, Marilyn Frisch, Julie & Denny Christensen 
Members in Nursing Homes: Doris Selberg 
Members in Care Facilities: Karen Lewis, Jean Bender 
Family Members & Friends: Aaron & Amy Koob (nephew of Dale & Debbie Koob), 
Rita Knutson, Wendy Frodermann (family of Eric & Lisa Milbrath), Rachael Felske 
(granddaughter of Karen Buchman), Darlene Voxland (Aunt of Lisa Waldner), Suzy 
Wilson (cousin of Gayle Huehn), Ken Nunes (brother of Pat Elsing and Nancy Hellstrom), 
Vickie Bierman (sister of Lisa Waldner), Darlene Vaala (grandmother of Tiffany 
Neugebauer), Debbie Schannaw (daughter of Gayle Huehn), Rick Nunes (brother of Pat 
Elsing & Nancy Hellstrom), Kelly Reeves & family (Friend of Lisa Waldner), Maghan 
Fleming (Daughter-in-law of Kevin & Pam Fleming), Stan Elsing (Merle Elsing’s dad), 
Mark Richards, Joe Christensen (son of Nora Leinen & Gene Christensen), Butch Zeiner 
(Valerie Veen’s brother), Josh Hansen (Mary Ingenthron’s son) 
Our service men and women and Love INC 

FELC SCHEDULE FOR December 8-14, 2025 
Monday 9:00AM Bulletin Deadline 
 8 6:00PM Worship & Music Team (Committee) 
    
Tuesday 7:00AM Early Risers Bible Study 
 9 6:30PM Day Care Association Meeting 
     
Wednesday 4:00-5:15PM Kids for Christ (KFC) 
 10 5:15PM Meal 
  6:00PM Worship 
  6:30PM Card Ministry 
  6:30PM Sanctuary Choir 
 
Thursday  
  11  
 
Friday  Pastor’s Sabbath Day 
 12  EVANGEL DEADLINE 
 
Saturday  
 13  
 
Sunday 8:00AM Grace Lutheran Worship 
  14 8:45AM Sunday School – Christmas Program Practice 
  9:30AM Worship/Christmas Program – 3rd Sunday in Advent 
   
Radio Broadcast Sponsor: In memory of Gloria & Aaron Widboom by their family. 

(Service time is 8:00 am on the radio 104.3 FM.) 
 

Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday: 8:00 am—12:00 pm & 1:00—4:30 pm 

Friday: 8:00 am—12:00 pm 
The church will be locked during the noon hour (12—1) for security. 

 
2025 Offering – The last day to get your offering in for 2025 will be Sunday, 
December 28. All offering received through the mail or the office will need to be in 
before Christmas. This allows us to get it deposited for this year. Thank you! 
 
 



Why we sing Come Now, O Prince of Peace is to echo Israel’s longing for God to 
breathe life into places that feel fractured beyond repair. Geonyong Lee wrote this 
hymn in 1988 out of his own experience of division: born in what is now North Korea, 
he fled south with his family after the Korean War split the nation in two. The hymn 
names God with four biblical titles (i.e. Prince of Peace, God of Love, Savior, Hope of 
Unity) and its repeated plea to “reconcile your people” widens into a prayer for 
reconciliation among all nations. For Lee, the shared musical traditions of the Korean 
Peninsula offered one path toward healing, and the hymn’s gentle triple-meter melody 
carries that longing. Paired with Ezekiel’s promise that God gathers what is scattered 
and restores what is lifeless, it becomes our own prayer for peace, wholeness, and 
renewed hope. 
 
CHOIR ANTEHM – “Dry Bones” (Traditional Spiritual; arr. Mark Hayes) 
There was a man named Ezekiel who lived many years ago. 
He was carried away by the Spirit of the Lord to a valley of old, dry bones. 
Then Ezekiel was asked by the Lord Most High, "Can these bones ever be revived?" 
After pondering the question, this is what he said, "Only the Lord God knows." 
So the Lord commanded Ezekiel to speak unto these bones, "Now hear the word of the 
Lord!" 
 
Ezekiel cried, "Dem dry bones. Now hear the word of the Lord!"  
Ezekiel connected dem dry bones. Now hear the word of the Lord. 
 
So the bones were connected by the power of the Lord when Ezekiel spoke the 
command.  
But the bones had no breath, so the Lord God said, "Call the winds from across the 
lands." 
Then Ezekiel called to the spirit in the winds to revive those bones on the ground. 
With a mighty sound those bones rose up and began to walk around! 
 
There will be a Christmas Eve walk-through on Wednesday, December 17 at 5:30 
pm for all those who will be ushering, Assisting Minister/Lector, acolytes, and sound. 
 

 


