
Christmas Eve Services – Wednesday, December 24 
4:00 PM—Traditional candlelight communion service with Christmas 
hymns. 
8:00 PM— Candlelight communion service with Christmas hymns. 
  

REMINDER: There will be no Christmas Day Service due to low attendance the last few 
years. 

 
The office will be closed Wednesday, December 24 – Friday, December 26 for 
the Christmas Holiday.  
 

There will be no Wednesday night service on December 31.  
  
The office will be closed on Thursday, January 1, 2026,  for the New Years 
Holiday! 
 

Reminder of Winter Weather Protocol—If the schools are closed; the office will be closed. 
If there is an early out for the schools, there will be no after school programs and the office 
will also close. Notices will be posted through email, Facebook and the local radio stations. 
Thank you! 
 
Why we sing Word of God, Come Down on Earth this morning is because it gives voice to 
the mystery proclaimed in John 1:14: “The Word became flesh and lived among us.” Father 
James Quinn, SJ, wrote this hymn as a poetic meditation on the Incarnation, insisting that 
God’s Word is not a distant idea but a living presence among real people. Sung in these 
closing days of Advent, it prepares us to hear the Gospel by reminding us that the Word does 
not merely teach, but descends, heals, feeds, and sends. Images of living rain, restoring love, 
and shared bread echo our prayers and the meal we will share at the table. In a season that 
centers love, this hymn proclaims that divine love has already taken flesh, and that the Word 
continues to speak through worship, community, and lives shaped for the sake of the world. 
 
Annual Reports are due in to the church office by Wednesday, December 31. 

 
Volunteers Needed: We are looking for people to help with cleaning the church 
from December 26-January 1. There is a sign-up sheet on the window of the 
office.  
 

2026 OFFERING ENVELOPES: Your offering envelopes for 2026 are in your mailbox. If 
you didn’t get a box but would like envelopes, please contact the church office. Your envelope 
numbers have changed for the year, so please do not use them until after January 1. Thank 
you!  

First Lutheran Church – ELCA 
1200 4th Avenue - Worthington, MN 56187   

Ministers: All baptized members – Jeanette McCormick, Pastor  
Web Site: felcwgtn.org & Email: felcwgtn@gmail.com 

December 21, 2025 – 4th Sunday in Advent: Word Made Flesh (* = please stand) 
GATHERING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ADVENT SONG ELW 240, “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” 
LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (p. 94) 
*GATHERING SONG ELW 510, “Word of God, Come Down on Earth” 
*GREETING 
*KYRIE 
*CANTICLE OF PRAISE  ELW 251, “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness” 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY (p. 142) 
READING: Malachi 3:1-4 (Red Bible p. 778) 
PSALM 130:5-8 (Red Bible p. 500) 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (p. 142) ELW 262, “Wait for the Lord” 
*GOSPEL: John 1:1-18 (Red Bible p. 862) 
SERMON Pastor Jeanette 
*HYMN OF THE DAY TFF 59, “Jesus, the Light of the World” 
*ADVENT CREED – “Advent Credo” (Daniel Berrigan, 1921-2016) 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
*PEACE 
OFFERING  
OFFERING SONG ELW 295, “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” (vs. 1)  
OFFERING PRAYER (p. 144) 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING/DIALOGUE (p. 144) 
*PREFACE (p. 144) 
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (p. 144) 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (p. 145) 
*LORD’S PRAYER (p. 145) 
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
*LAMB OF GOD (p. 146) 
*COMMUNION (p. 146) 
COMMUNION SONGS ELW 487, “What Feast of Love”  
 ELW 490, “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”  
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (p. 146) 
*BLESSING (p. 146) 
*SENDING SONG ELW 248, “People, Look East” 
*DISMISSAL (p. 146)  



SUNDAY SERVANTS 
ASSISTING MINISTER/LECTOR: Morgan Vosburgh 
ACOLYTE: Olivia Gerdes 
SOUND: Pat Demuth 
POWERPOINT: Glenda Lais 
PIANIST: Sherri Isder 
VAN DRIVERS:  12-21 Daren Bauman (360-9275) 
 12-28 Midg White (360-3215) 
GREETERS: Adam & Morgan Vosburgh 
LIVESTREAM: Becca McGaughey 
COFFEE:  Todd & Darcy Poppema & John Kramer 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Attendance  

  Attendance Last Sunday: 87 Attendance a year ago: 58 
 Attendance Last Wednesday: 17 Livestream: 315 

    
 
 
 
Members: Linda Towne, Mike Vosburgh, Joan Tofteland, Logan Waldner, Shirley 
Frisch, Erin Schutte-Wadzinski, Wadzinski Family, Leroy Merkel, Alvin Kuehl, Jean 
Black, Dennis Zierke, Kathy Summers, Glenda Lais, Val Veen, Zach Kempema, Gayle 
Huehn, JoAnn Kruse, Charlene Wachter, Marilyn Frisch, Julie & Denny Christensen 
Members in Nursing Homes: Doris Selberg 
Members in Care Facilities: Karen Lewis, Jean Bender 
Family Members & Friends: Aaron & Amy Koob (nephew of Dale & Debbie Koob), 
Rita Knutson, Wendy Frodermann (family of Eric & Lisa Milbrath), Rachael Felske 
(granddaughter of Karen Buchman), Darlene Voxland (Aunt of Lisa Waldner), Suzy 
Wilson (cousin of Gayle Huehn), Ken Nunes (brother of Pat Elsing and Nancy Hellstrom), 
Vickie Bierman (sister of Lisa Waldner), Darlene Vaala (grandmother of Tiffany 
Neugebauer), Debbie Schannaw (daughter of Gayle Huehn), Rick Nunes (brother of Pat 
Elsing & Nancy Hellstrom), Kelly Reeves & family (Friend of Lisa Waldner), Maghan 
Fleming (Daughter-in-law of Kevin & Pam Fleming), Mark Richards, Joe Christensen 
(son of Nora Leinen & Gene Christensen), Butch Zeiner (Valerie Veen’s brother), Josh 
Hansen (Mary Ingenthron’s son) 
Our service men and women and Love INC 

FELC SCHEDULE FOR December 22-28, 2025 
Monday 9:00AM Bulletin Deadline – Dec. 28 & Jan. 4 
 22  
    
Tuesday 7:00AM Early Risers Bible Study 
 23 3:40PM Meadow’s Christmas Service 
     
Wednesday  OFFICE CLOSED 
 24 4:00PM Christmas Eve Worship 
  8:00PM Christmas Eve Worship 
 
Thursday  OFFICE CLOSED 
  25  
 
Friday  Pastor’s Sabbath Day 
 26  OFFICE CLOSED 
 
Saturday  
 27  
 
Sunday 8:00AM Grace Lutheran Worship 
  28 9:30AM Worship – Lessons & Carols 
   
Radio Broadcast Sponsor: In memory of Gloria & Aaron Widboom by their family. 

(Service time is 8:00 am on the radio 104.3 FM.) 
 

Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday: 8:00 am—12:00 pm & 1:00—4:30 pm 

Friday: 8:00 am—12:00 pm 
The church will be locked during the noon hour (12—1) for security. 

 
2025 Offering – The last day to get your offering in for 2025 will be Sunday, 
December 28. All offering received through the mail or the office will need to be in 
before Christmas. This allows us to get it deposited for this year. Thank you! 
 
Have Thrivent Cards that need to be used by the end of the year? Please talk to 
Natalie or Brenda R. in the office as we have many ideas for projects.  
 


