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GATHERING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSIONAND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)
Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you
alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confessthat we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.We havesinned
againstyou in thought, word, and deed,by what we havedoneand by what we haveleft undone.We
havenot loved you with our whole heart; we havenot loved our neighborsasourselves.For the sakeof
your Son,JesusChrist, havemercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, sothat we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways,to the glory of your holy name.Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ.

By grace you have been saved. In the name of # Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.

GATHERING SONG- “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!” (ELW 393)



A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!
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Words

A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!

1 A hymn of glory let us sing!

New hymns throughout the world shall ring:
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Christ, by a road before untrod,

ascends unto the throne of God.



Alleluia! Alleluial
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

2 The holy apostolic band

upon the Mount of Olives stand,
Alleluia! Alleluia!

and with his faithful foll'wers see
their Lord ascend in majesty.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

3 To whom the shining angels cry,
"Why stand and gaze upon the sky?"
Alleluia! Alleluia!

"This is the Savior!" thus they say,
"this is his glorious triumph day!"
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

4 "You see him now, ascending high
up to the portals of the sky."
Alleluia! Alleluia!

"Hereafter Jesus you shall see
returning in great majesty."
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

5 O risen Christ, ascended Lord,
all praise to you let earth accord:
Alleluia! Alleluia!

You are, while endless ages run,
with Father and with Spirit one.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

GREETING (ELW p. 138)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And alsowith you.

KYRIE (ELW p. 138)
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, havemercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, havemercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us
pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.



For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have
mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 139)



s M e, i

Sr—oooermooere—— e

) et} v o e e e

This s the feast of wicsto-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia
——n o e —— o

m o g__ti:t:';i:—f’:c

al-ke-lu-ia, al-k -Ju - ia | Wor-thy is Chnst, the  Lamb

!:ug 1 ' T  p— —t— ]
+ 4 ——y
x . zamwm | p E - 5 ! : 1 1 ' ‘ "l" d

v
who was slain, whose blood set us  free 10 be peo - ple of God.

.l

Refraln ———
. ) 1 E_‘}_Li - l_ ) § ;
———N v o -
This s the feast of vic-tosry for our God.  Alsle - lu - i3,
~

- W
- r%} e 3 ! B 3
P a a1
1 4 h— 3+
EESes

al-de-lu-3a. al-% -Ju - ja.  2Pow - er, rich-es, wis - dom, and

3 T r : T 1
+—1 { ! —1 fr——t—t na »
%'L—d- EESrE== !

strength, and  hon - or, bicss - ing and glo - ry are  his,

Refrain
- Bl
5. | Bn. R | I. } : 1

.l
<

) 8 3 1 1 w 1 - i i 1 Hl d‘ i
t f 5 o v o
This s the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,
g I 1 t f==} ' -
—r— (8 = —= =

al-le -lu-ia, al-le -Ju - w 3Sing with all the peo - ple of

"
3 1 ) B |

iHl‘; I. 3 i ) 3 1 | { H O d. 'Y__ l' ! I

God, and join i the hymnof all ere -2 «  ton: Bless - ing, hon-or,

| 188

.
z

I s 1
| 1 r— 1 1 | : 1 T
— !f  — i 1 3 ‘i__‘f__l}“ :

glo < ry, and might be to God and the Lambfor-ev-er. A - men

S P TTn JN
& . = | [. } i % = H dl {
A ! L % i J __d—. H_a___..__‘_.
This s the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,
t + . i ' t 7 1
e e (SE=Fr=et
! I ‘
al-ke -Ju-ja, al-le -l - ia. 4 For the  Lamb who was
—

n
' ‘.-
d 1 8
+

3
F
i
o
| 58
L 188
o




This is the feastof victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who wasslain,
whoseblood setus free to be peopleof God.

This is the feastof victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Power, riches, wisdom and strength,
and honor, blessing, and glory are his.

This is the feastof victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Singwith all the peopleof God,

and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing,honor, glory, and might

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

This is the feag of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

For the Lamb who wasslain hasbegunhis reign.
Alleluia.

This is the feastof victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 142)

Let us pray. SovereignGod, you have createdusto live in loving community with oneanother. Form us
for life that is faithful and steadfast,and teachusto trust like little children, that we may reflect the
imageof your Son,JesusChrist, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD - God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Genesis 2:18-24

A reading from Genesis.

Genesi2 stresseshat peopleare not meantto live in isolationbutin relationship.Out of lovefor humanity,
Godcreateshemmaleandfemale to provide companionshigor eachotherandto becomewith eachother
ronef | e $heHebrewwordsusedhereare ish (man)andishshah(woman).

“*The Lord God said, filt is not good that the man should be alone; 1 will make him a helper as his partner.”
'“So out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air, and brought
them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called every living creature, that was
its name. “°The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but
for the man there was not found a helper as his partner. **So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon
the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. “And the rib that the
Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. **Then the man said,



fiThis at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be called Woman, for out of Man this
one was taken.” ““Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become
one flesh.

The word of the Lord. Thanks beto God.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12

A reading from Hebrews.

Quotingfrom the psalmsthis passagdrom Hebrewsemphasizethat Jesusthe onethroughwhomGod
createdeverythingandwhositsat Goda right hand,is alsothe onewhoexperiencediumansufferingand
deathin orderto blazethe path of salvationfor us.

‘Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, “but in these last days he
has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds.
°He is the reflection of Godé glory and the exact imprint of Godé very being, and he sustains all things by
his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on
high, “having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.
“*Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels. °But someone has
testified somewhere, AWhat are human beings that you are mindful of them, or mortals, that you care for
them? "You have made them for a little while lower than the angels; you have crowned them with glory and
honor, “subjecting all things under their feet.” Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside
their control. As it is, we do not yet see everything in subjection to them, °but we do see Jesus, who for a
little while was made lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of
death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. “It was fitting that God, for whom and
through whom all things exist, in bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation
perfect through sufferings. **For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For
this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, *’saying, fil will proclaim your name to my
brothers and sisters, in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks beto God.
CHI L DR ESERMON

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142)
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Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You havethe words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Mark 10:2-16
The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.



Jesusannouncedind enactedn historythe newreality of God& surprisingactivity. Thesewo stories
demonstratehis newreality: Womenrandchildrenare acceptecandvalued,notdismissedasinferior to
adultmen.

’Some Pharisees came, and to test Jesus they asked, fils it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” *He
answered them, AWhat did Moses command you?” “They said, fiMoses allowed a man to write a certificate
of dismissal and to divorce her.” *But Jesus said to them, fiBecause of your hardness of heart he wrote this
commandment for you. °But from the beginning of creation, God made them male and female. 6 & or this
reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, “and the two shall become one
flesh. @0 they are no longer two, but one flesh. “Therefore what God has joined together, let no one
separate.” °Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. **He said to them, fiWhoever
divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; *?and if she divorces her husband and
marries another, she commits adultery.”**People were bringing little children to him in order that he might
touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to them. **But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to
them, fiLet the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God
belongs. “*Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.”
®And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.

The gospel of the Lord. Praiseto you, O Christ.

SERMON (ELW p. 143)

There is no shortage of texts in the Bible that have been used to justify and even encourage any numbers of
atrocities... from slavery, to genocide and all sorts of other horrors. This reality should cause us to pause as
we interpret God’s Word. Reading the Bible in alongside of those who experience the world different from
us- whether it be denominal differences, or economic differences or cultural differences is a good corrective
in this. We all bring our own biases and perspectives to the text. God calls us into community as we study
God’s words so that we can guide each other. As we read together, it should never be our goal to harm
someone else or dwell on someone else’s sin.... All of us have plenty of sins of our own to focus on. We
should all try to be mindful of how others receive a given text, and strive to walk with our brothers and
sisters as they discern God’s calling for him or her in each text. Similarly, we tend to pull short passages,
like the one we have today in the Gospel, out of the Bible and read them in isolation from the whole Bible.
As | have noted again and again, the Bible shows us a God of grace and unfailing mercy from start to finish.
When we read today’s Gospel text, we shouldn’t lose sight of that. God doesn’t “turn off” God’s mercy
when it comes to marriage and divorce just like God doesn’t “turn off” God’s mercy for any other situation
or occasion.

Likewise, today’s passage picks up the themes we noted last week. In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus
describes a challenging type of discipleship, a discipleship we all frankly completely fail to complete. Jesus
takes the law of the Old Testament and expands it so that each one of us should be convicted that we do not
fully follow God’s commandments. This should not drive us to despair, but rather, drive us to Christ’s grace,
realizing we are utterly helpful to lead or save ourselves.

But back to where I began, as I said, like so many texts, today’s Gospel text has caused no end of
pain and suffering to people. It’s easy for the words of today’s Gospel to feel like a dagger into the hearts
and souls of those who are divorced while the rest of us feel like we are “off the hook.” First, as I noted, if
you find this passage points to the faults of your neighbor, rest assured, there are many others pointing at
yours... there are many others pointing at mine. Likewise, today’s Gospel should be read and understood
with the historical context in mind. You see, divorce then wasn’t fully what divorce is now. As Jesus points
out, at that time, it was relatively easy for a man to divorce his wife (the opposite of a wife divorcing a man
was pretty unlikely except perhaps with the assistance of a male relative) for any reason. Not being able to



bear children was a likely reason. Likewise, the Israelites were surrounded by women from other cultures
and backgrounds. In a sense, trading in a wife for a “younger model” would have been appealing and pretty
easy to do for many men.! After all, the law allowed them to do this. A divorced woman could have easily
been in a vulnerable position with limited economic resources, pending on the feelings and position of her
extended family. The certificate of dismissal recommended by Moses perhaps served to mitigate that, giving
the woman “proof™ so to speak that she had been legitimately dismissed by her husband and may have aided
her against rumor or slander.?

But, once again, Jesus calls His followers to something better and deeper than what the law allowed,
which was a precarious situation for the woman being divorced at best. Jesus is calling people - and a
society as a whole- to not simply cast people aside and put them in a vulnerable position, but, instead, care
for each other and rid themselves of their “hard hearts.” The passage shouldn’t just be interpreted as
speaking against divorce, but, more broadly, as being against any situation where people are placed into
harmful situation.

In short, do I think God likes divorce. No. Do | think most divorced people liked going through
divorce. No. Most I have talked to describe it as a painful, heart-wrenching experience. It is a ripping-of-
flesh type experience, to use the imagery of today’s Gospel passage. Jesus’ words reminds us that, when at
all possible, our goal is to support each other in having the best marriages, families, communities and
relationships as possible. Doing anything less cheapens Christ’s words and call to us today. As couples, we
are called to take up the hard work of forgiveness, understanding and love even when we would rather throw
in the towel. As a community, it should be our goal to build up relationships and encourage partners to be
just that.. good partners. This being said, sometimes, because of the pain and brokenness of this world,
divorce may be the only and best of all hard options. Jesus clearly intends these words in today’s Gospel text
to be ones that are life giving and offer protection for the vulnerable. There are times, as we all know, when
relationships cease to be life giving, and they don’t protect all involved. And, in those moments, couples
may have to divorce. In those times, it is our calling as a community to offer love and grace- because that is
what we do as Christ followers. In those times, tragic as they may be, those getting a divorce should be
confident that they encounter God’s grace and mercy... just like we all always do.

And that really is the link to the second half of today’s Gospel passage. It says (Mark 10:2-16),
“People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples spoke
sternly to them. “*But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, ‘Let the little children come to
me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. **Truly | tell you, whoever
does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.' *°And he took them up in his arms,
laid his hands on them, and blessed them.”

As Christians, we tend to hear this passage as Jesus loving little children because they are cute and
innocent. And, Jesus absolutely does love little children... but not because they are cute and innocent.
Again, understanding the values and realties of the ancient world unlocks the truth of today’s passage. As
Dr. Matthew Skinner writes, “It is no coincidence that Mark next tells a story about Jesus blessing children
(10:13-15). Children in the ancient world had few rights and essentially no social status. Therefore the
disciples obstruct people who bring children to Jesus. Jesus blesses them, not because they conjure sweet
images of cherubic innocence, but because he has concern for the vulnerable and scorned, for those ripe for
exploitation.”®

Jesus loves all of us, but in both these passages we see that Jesus sticks up for the vulnerable, those
looked down on and those cast aside. Amazingly, at the end of this combination of passages and all of Jesus’

lAudi obooks fAMatthewod by Dr . Bill Creasy. Lecture r

°Dr . Matt Skinner. AZ® minent ary on Mark 10: 2

https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-27-2/commentary-on-
mark-102-16-2.

3 Ibid.
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words today, Jesus notes that “...it is such to these that the kingdom of God belongs...” In other words, the
kingdom of God belongs to the rejected, the outcast, the sinners. The kingdom of God belongs to those who
just don’t have the ability to be good, righteous and “ok’ on their own. The kingdom of God belongs to
those who hear the discipleship model proposed in the Gospel of Mark and think, | just don’t measure up.
Friends, that’s you...that’s me. Thanks be to God that the kingdom of God is ours, not because we are
capable, strong or worthy, but only because of God’s grace.

HYMN OF THE DAY - “Creating God, Your Fingers Trace” (ELW 684)



Creating God, Your Fingers Trace

Text: Jeffery Rowthorn, b, 1934

Music: PROSPECT, W. Walker, Sottliern Harmony, 1835; arr. hymnal version

Text © 1979 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carod Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission,

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress,

Duplication in any form probibiled without permassion or valid Boense from copyight sdministratoe.
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the bold designs of farthest space;
let sun and moon and stars and light
and what lies hidden praise your might.

2 Sustaining God, your hands uphold
earth's myst'ries known or yet untold;
let water's fragile blend with air,
enabling life, proclaim your care.

3 Redeeming God, your arms embrace
all now despised for creed or race;

let peace, descending like a dove,

make known on earth your healing love.

4 Indwelling God, your gospel claims
one fam'ly with a billion names;

let ev'ry life be touched by grace
until we praise you face to face.

APOSTLES CREED (ELW p. 104)
| believein God, the Father almighty, creator of heavenand earth.

| believein JesusChrist, God& only Son,our Lord, who wasconceivedby the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, wascrucified, died, and wasburied; he descendedo the
dead.* On the third day heroseagain; he ascendednto heaven,heis seatedat the right hand of the
Father, and hewill cometo judge the living and the dead.

| believein the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,the forgivenessof sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Made children and heirs of God& promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.

Holy One, you have raised up faithful leaders throughout history. Empower those discerning a call to
ministry and all seminarians (specificindividualsknownto the congregatiormaybe named, that they
continue to be formed for the sake of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You have established a diverse and beautiful creation. Revive declining species and preserve endangered
lands. Cultivate in us a sense of wonder for the world you created. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

You desire for us not to be alone and to live in community with one another. Strengthen relationships
between nations and peoples, that we celebrate and support one human family. Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.



You share in our experiences and struggles. Bless all who live with any mental or physical disability. Inspire
creative communities, spaces, and environments that are accessible and hospitable. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

You have established and nurtured relationships that extend beyond those gathered here today. Bless
members who can no longer travel to worship with us (especially Members: Rosie Rogers, Dave
Livingston, Linda Towne, Al Luing, Janice Berger, Sandy Rogers, Todd Hallstrom, Charlene Wachter,
Marilyn Frisch, Julie & Denny Christensen, Dianne Sanderson, Betty Nelson; Membersin Nursing Homes:
Don Grant, Albert Mattisen, Bobbie Elvin, Sandra Marsh; Membersin Care Facilities: Bob Dieter, Joan
Doeden, Jean Bender; Family Members & Friends: Arlene (Fern Burmeister’s sister), Butch Zeiner
(\Valerie Veen’s brother), Maverick Thalberg (Fern Burmeister’s great-grandson), Josh Hansen (Mary
Ingenthron’s son), Lee Morrison (Terry Morrison’s son), Henrietta Lais, Tom Morgan (Sandy Randall’s
dad), Brad Martens (Valerie Veen’s son); Our servicemenand womenand Love INC and remind us of
their continued role in this community of faith. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

You promise eternal life to all your children. Thank you for the people of faith who have gone before us.
Strengthen our trust we have in you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

MEAL - God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING AND CGC MOMENT



Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

Olffering Song
0 | prm—
7 1.2 1 1 | Eae—. | s |
» o > T 1 1 4 — 12 1
1 1 1 & 1] 1 | Y 1 1] 1 |
:@; 4 I T v A _— 1 P —_J P ——
J f 5 o -
Let the vine-yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
01 [—
Yy D | 11 1
G e 5 et — = ,
i & 1 i 1 1 J
1 == | é é
B, T —— - =
bless-ing Gath -er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that
0.1 pr—) [
A p—— 1  — —

QL

we may be fed

GESSS=ses—=

with the bread of life.

Gath-er the hopes

T

and dreams of

0| [ —
z D | 1 1 > 1 1
:@h 1 1 | Eemcrac | I 1 Py 1 F @ F & i
L i 1 N 1 1 & ~ ). &
= = — =
v -
all; u - nite them with the prayers we of - fer. Grace our ta - ble
0| P
Yy U — 1 1 i | B |
b 1 1 ﬁl ¥ O]t - i 1 P 1 o 1 3 %
. e ¢ + e ,l ‘ ‘ . o
-‘:/’ —J'
with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur. 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, h 1927

Text and musc © 1978 Lalwran Book of Worslup. admin, Augsburg Fortress.
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Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,
that we may be fed with the bread of life.
Gather the hopes and dreams of all;

unite them with the prayers we offer.

Grace our table with your presence,

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 144)

Let us pray. Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to become one
bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the

glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE (ELW p. 144)
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right

The Lord be with you. And alsowith you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE (ELW p. 144)

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144)
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of powd and might,

heavenand earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna.Hosanna.Hosannain the highest.
Blesseds he who comesin the nameof the Lord.
Hosannain the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 145)
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

LORD & PRAYER (ELW p. 145)

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,hallowed be thy name,thy kingdom come,thy will be done,on earth as
it is in heaven.Give usthis day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespassesaswe forgive thosewho
trespassagainstus; and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver usfrom evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION (ELW p. 146)
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION (ELW p. 146)
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146)
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
havemercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
havemercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace.

INSERTED MUSIC —“Jesus Loves Me!” (ELW 595)



Jesus Loves Me!
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I Je-sus loves me! this | know, for the Bi-ble tells me so;
2 Je-sus loves me! he who died heav - en’s gates to o - pen wide:
3 Je-sus loves me!  he will stay close be - side me  all the way;
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lit - tle ones to

him be - long,

they are weak, but

he

is  strong.

Refrain

he will wash a - way my sin, let his it - tle  child come in.
when at Jast | come to die, he will take me home on high.
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Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt.

Music: JESUS LOVES ME, William B, Bradbury, 18161368




Jesus Loves Me!

1 Jesus loves me! this | know,
for the Bible tells me so;

little ones to him belong,

they are weak, but he is strong.

Refrain

Yes, Jesus loves me,
yes, Jesus loves me,

yes, Jesus loves me,

the Bible tells me so.

2 Jesus loves me! he who died
heaven's gates to open wide;

he will wash away my sin,

let his little child come in. Refrain

3 Jesus loves me! he will stay

close beside me all the way;

when at last | come to die,

he will take me home on high. Refrain

INSERTED MUSIC - “Children of the Heavenly Father” (ELW 781)



Children of the Heavenly Father

Tryggare kan ingen vara
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Tryg - ga - re kan ing-en va-ra an Guds lil - la bar - na - ska - ra,
Chil - dren of the heav'n-ly Fa-ther safe-ly in his bo - som gath-er;
God  his own doth tend and nour-ish, in his ho - ly courts they flour-ish.

Nei - ther life nor death shall ev - er from the Lord his chil - dren sev - er;
Though he giv-ecth or he tak-eth, God his chil-dren ne'er for - sak - eth:
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nest - ling bird nor star in heay - en such a ref - uge e'er was giv - en.
From all ¢ - vil things he spares them, in  his might-y arms he bears them.
un - to them his grace he show - eth, and their sor-rows all he know - eth.
his the lov-ing pur-pose sole - ly 1o pre-serve them pure and ho - ly.
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Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1902: tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958
Music: TRYGGARE KAN INGEN VARA, Swedish folk tune
Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Luthecan Church in Amenca, admin. Augsburg Fortress,
Duplication in any form peohibited without permission or valid Beense from copynight administraser,
1 Children of the heav'nly Father
safely in his bosom gather;
nestling bird nor star in heaven
such a refuge e'er was given.

2 God his own doth tend and nourish,
in his holy courts they flourish.

From all evil things he spares them,
in his mighty arms he bears them.

3 Neither life nor death shall ever
from the Lord his children sever;
unto them his grace he showeth,

and their sorrows all he knoweth.

4 Though he giveth or he taketh,



God his children ne'er forsaketh;
his the loving purpose solely
to preserve them pure and holy.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 146)

Let us pray. O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with the body and
blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the world, that more and more we will
give you praise and serve your earth and its many peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING - God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

SENDING OF COMMUNION (ELW p. 146)

Gracious God, loving all your family with a motheré tender care: As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with
heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with those who are sick,
homeboundandimprisoned In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this
sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING (ELW p. 146)
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord& face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and # give you peace. Amen.

SENDING SONG - “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” (ELW 543)



Go, My Children, with My Blessing
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I “Go, my chil -dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 "Go, my chil -dren, sins  for-giv-en, at peace and pure.
3 “Go, my chil -dren, fed  and nour-ished, clos - er to  me.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, I am with you, you are my own.
Here you learned how much 1 love you. what I can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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In  my love's bap-tis - mal riv - er [ have made you mine for-ev - er.

Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it's pow -er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go. my chil-dren, with my bless-ing. you are my own.”
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished. joy - ful and free"

Text: Jaroslav J, Vaxda, b, 1919, alt
Music: AR HYD'Y NOS. Welsh traditional
Text © 1983 Concondia Publishing House

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright adminisirator.

Go, My Children, with My Blessing

1 "Go, my children, with my blessing,
never alone.

Waking, sleeping, | am with you,

you are my own.

In my love's baptismal river

I have made you mine forever.

Go, my children, with my blessing,
you are my own."

2 "Go, my children, sins forgiven,
at peace and pure.
Here you learned how much I love you,



what | can cure.

Here you heard my dear Son's story,
here you touched him, saw his glory.
Go, my children, sins forgiven,

at peace and pure."

3 "Go, my children, fed and nourished,
closer to me.

Grow in love and love by serving,
joyful and free.

Here my Spirit's power filled you,
here my tender comfort stilled you.
Go, my children, fed and nourished,
joyful and free."

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 146)
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks beto God.

The liturgy and music is reprinted by permission from
One License—#736873-A/CCLI —#1941935/Sundaysand Seasons SAS003615

ANNOUNCEMENTS
KFC is looking for volunteersto prepare meals at the church. All the food will need to be prepared at the
church or catered and not made at home and brought in. Meals start at 5:15. We are expecting around 35
people. Jon will be happy to purchase items and put in the kitchen for the volunteer to make.

We are having a familyevent today — Heartland Corn Maze. We will meet at the church at 1:00 pm and go
to the Heartland Country Corn Maze. Cost is only $5/person. Families are all invited to come along or drive
themselves. Sign-up will be on the youth board. We will be back around 5:00 pm.

“ E n c o uthetecameriical youth group for grades 7 and up is on Sunday nights. We will meet at Hy-Vee

where attendees will be able to snack on food and have a soda or Starbuck beverage. Friends are invited to
come to this gathering of fun. Activities begin at 6:30 pm and end around 8:00 pm.

FELC SCHEDULE FOR October4 - 10,2021

Monday - 4 9:00AM BULLETIN DEADLINE
2:00PM Meadow’s Bible Study
Tuesday - 5 7:00AM Early Risers Bible Study
2:00PM GriefShare
Wednesday - 6  3:30PM KFC
5:15PM Meal
6:00PM Worship
6:30PM Confirmation

6:30PM Sanctuary Choir



Thursday - 7
Friday - 8
Saturday — 9

Sunday - 10

6:30PM
7:30PM

11:00AM — 4:00PM

9:00AM

10:00AM
10:00AM
11:00AM
11:00AM

Property Team
Youth Group

Pastor’s Day Off
Lounge Reserved - Burmeister

Worship — 20" Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday School

Evangelism Team

Ethiopians — Centennial Hall

Youth Team



