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PRELUDE – Diane Sletten, Soloist – “Come, Holy Spirit“ – William J. Gaither
GATHERING & ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin.
We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your
Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ.
By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.
GATHERING SONG - “For All the Saints” (ELW 422) (vs. 1, 2, 3, 5 & 6)

For All the Saints
1 For all the saints who from their labors rest,
who thee by faith before the world confessed,
thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
2 Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might;
thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight;
thou, in the darkness drear, their one true light.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

3 Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine,
we feebly struggle, they in glory shine;
yet all are one in thee, for all are thine.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
5 The golden evening brightens in the west;
soon, soon to faithful servants cometh rest;
sweet is the calm of paradise the blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
6 But then there breaks a yet more glorious day:
the saints triumphant rise in bright array;
the King of glory passes on his way.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
GREETING (ELW p. 138)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE (ELW p. 138)

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us
pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have
mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 139)

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: Blessing, honor, glory, and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 142)
Let us pray. Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and
commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.
WORD - God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:6-9
A reading from Isaiah.
Isaiah sees a vision of the end of days, when God will gather all people on God’s holy mountain and will
prepare for them a rich feast. At this banquet God will wipe the tears from all eyes. And there will be no
more sorrow, for God will destroy death itself.
6
On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 7And he will destroy on this mountain the
shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; 8he will swallow up death
forever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will
take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. 9It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we
have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and
rejoice in his salvation.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING: Revelation 21:1-6a
A reading from Revelation.
Here is a vision of the new heaven and new earth in which God resides fully with God’s people so that
mourning, despair, and pain have been eradicated. These renewing words from the God who spans all of
time are trustworthy and true.

1

I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea
was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared
as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God
is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; 4he
will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.” 5And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all
things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6aThen he said to me, “It is
done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.”
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142)

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.
GOSPEL: John 11:32-44
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.
Through the raising of Lazarus, Jesus offers the world a vision of the life to come, when death and weeping
will be no more.
32
When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had
been here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with
her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have you laid
him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved
him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from
dying?” 38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against
it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is
a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you
would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I
thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the
crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a
loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and
his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON (ELW p. 143)
I am always grateful that most Lutheran churches, including our own, take great care and attention to honor
All Saints Day. In many Catholic traditions, All Saints Day honors the recognized saints of the church:
Matthew, Paul, Mary, etc. All Souls Day, the next day, honors the lives of loved ones we have lost. For
Lutherans, their understanding is slightly different. That is, Luther changed our church’s understanding of
saints, believing that saints were useful in that we could see God’s power and provision shining through their
lives and that would draw us closer to Godself. However, he challenged the notion that the officially
recognized church saints were somehow closer to God than the rest of us. As he noted, we are all saints,
because God can and does work through all our lives in powerful ways, and we are all sinners, in that all of
us miss the mark of the kind of lives we are called to in Christ. As we remember the members who have
passed away this year, their lives are no exceptions, and we surely can see how they were saints in daily life.
We see God powerfully shining through Adeline’s life in her love for the unfortunate and her radical
generosity. Lois helped her bell choir and so many other musicians to sing a joyful noise to the Lord and the
praises she helped us raise still remain in our hearts. Gene showed deep and constant love and gratitude for
his family and loved ones, and Ron was a model of living life to its fullest, whether in service to the church,
dancing or providing for his family. Tara showed great courage in her life through coming to a new country
and sharing her talents for sewing and Rosie helped us to speak out against the exploitation of children and
opened her home and life to anyone in need. Aldyne was one who always showed up; whether it was to share
a joyful conversation, participate in something new, or share her talents. So much could be said about each of
these individuals. It isn’t even challenging to think of the many ways they were saints in our church,
communities and families. Today, as we light our final candle, I know we will name many other members
who have blessed your lives and shown you God’s love and power. As we say in our funeral services here at
First Lutheran, “O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our brothers and sisters who have
passed. We thank you for giving them to us to know and to love and to work with as companions in our
pilgrimage on earth.”
Today, as we gather, we give thanks for these saints whose lives were well lived. I am grateful for the
timing of this holiday, too, because, it always happens to fall right before Thanksgiving and the Christmas
season, two of the most challenging time periods of the year for grieving individuals. May today’s gathering
not only cause us to honor those who have passed, but also cause us to remember that we are all the living
Saints of Christ. We carry on the mission and ministry of those we remember today. In so many ways, but
particularly, as we remember today, offering love and care for each other in our times of loss. May today’s
reflection cause all of us to pause and think of those who might use an extra card, phone call or word of
support in this time of year. If we are feeling like one who, in particular, needs a word of comfort this year,
may you feel our care and support today and may you remember that this place and these people are here for
you as you journey through this new stage in life.
Today’s Gospel passage is one of the more stunning ones in the Bible as we see Jesus weeping for his
friend. In this moment, I believe, we see that Jesus weeps for and with the world in times of death and loss.
Personally and globally, we have all experienced immense amounts of death and loss over the past couple of
years. We trust that Jesus is still mourning with us and for us today.
Likewise, we trust that just as Jesus proves more powerful than death in today’s Gospel by raising his
friend from the dead, we come, once again, to remind ourselves that our feelings of grief and despair, though
real, are not the final answer for ourselves or our loved ones. We, too, will have new life, not just in eternity
but we trust that just as Lazarus was unbound from the burial clothes, we too will find new moments of life
that will unbind us from the weight of the losses we feel. We trust and hear the word of Revelation and know
they are true for our loved ones and pray for them to be real in our lives here and now, “Death will be no
more, mourning and crying and pain will be no more.” We trust that God is already working this peace,

comfort and hope here and now. We trust that we will experience that resurrection in perfection, along with
our loved ones, in eternity.
May the peace of God that surpasses all understanding surround each of us today and each day.
HYMN OF THE DAY – “Shall We Gather at the River” (ELW 423)

Shall We Gather at the River

1 Shall we gather at the river,
where bright angel feet have trod,
with its crystal tide forever
flowing by the throne of God?
Refrain
Yes, we'll gather at the river,
the beautiful, the beautiful river;
gather with the saints at the river
that flows by the throne of God.
2 On the margin of the river,
washing up its silver spray,
we will walk and worship ever,
all the happy golden day. Refrain
3 Ere we reach the shining river,
lay we ev'ry burden down;
grace our spirits will deliver,
and provide a robe and crown. Refrain
4 Soon we'll reach the shining river,
soon our pilgrimage will cease;
soon our happy hearts will quiver
with the melody of peace. Refrain
APOSTLES CREED (ELW p. 104)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
REMEMBRANCE OF THE SAINTS
Adeline Larson
Lois Gruis
Ronald Almjeld
Tara Kraft
Aldyne Robinson
All Others

Eugene Wachter
Rosie Rogers

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Eternal God, you hold firm amid the changes of this world. Hear us now as we pray for the church, the
world, and everyone in need.
Merciful God, we give thanks for all missionaries who have brought your message of hope to new communities and wiped tears away (especially John Christian Frederick Heyer, Bartholomaeus Ziegenbalg, Ludwig

Nommensen whom we commemorate today). Continue to raise up courageous missionaries to share your gospel of hope. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Creating God, we praise you for abundant harvests and the goodness of creation. Create communities of care
for your earth so that all land, water, and soil will be celebrated and cherished by future generations of saints.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of peace, we give you thanks for nations of peace that serve as a refuge for all whose homelands are afflicted with violence. Strengthen those who continue to work for peace and support all veterans who carry
the scars of war. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of healing, we give you thanks for health care workers who labor around the clock to answer cries for
help. Bring wholeness to all who struggle with post-traumatic stress disorder, anxiety, depression, addiction,
and all who long for healing in any way (especially) Members: Todd Poppema, Dave Livingston, Linda
Towne, Al Luing, Janice Berger, Sandy Rogers, Todd Hallstrom, Charlene Wachter, Marilyn Frisch, Julie &
Denny Christensen, Dianne Sanderson, Betty Nelson; Members in Nursing Homes: Don Grant, Albert
Mattisen, Bobbie Elvin, Sandra Marsh; Members in Care Facilities: Fred Wietzema, Bob Dieter, Joan
Doeden, Jean Bender; Family Members & Friends: Arlene (Fern Burmeister’s sister), Butch Zeiner
(Valerie Veen’s brother), Maverick Thalberg (Fern Burmeister’s great-grandson), Josh Hansen (Mary Ingenthron’s son), Lee Morrison (Terry Morrison’s son), Henrietta Lais, Tom Morgan (Sandy Randall’s dad),
Brad Martens (Valerie Veen’s son); Our service men and women and Love INC. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.
God of justice, we praise you for the feeding ministries and for all meals that bring people together for nourishment and fellowship. Bless chefs, bakers, servers, dishwashers, communion assistants, and meal ministry
coordinators. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of the ages, we give you thanks for the saints of this congregation who have inspired, challenged, loved,
and taught us (those who have died during the past year may be named). Wipe away our tears and lead us by
their example until we feast together on your holy mountain. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We pray for Mark Scwarz upon the passing of his brother, Jerry. Surround him with all love and support and
we thank you for his life well lived. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God our protection and strength, we entrust to you all for whom we pray. Remain with us always, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
MEAL
OFFERING AND CGC MOMENT
OFFERING SONG – “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,
and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,
that we may be fed with the bread of life.
Gather the hopes and dreams of all;
unite them with the prayers we offer.
Grace our table with your presence,
and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.
OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 144)

Let us pray. God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill
us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE (ELW p. 144)

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE (ELW p. 144)

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the witness of your saints
you show us the hope of our calling
and strengthen us to run the race set before us,
that we may delight in your mercy and rejoice with them in glory.
And so, with [ name/s
and] all the saints,
with the choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144)

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of pow’r and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 145)
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 145)
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION (ELW p. 146)
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
COMMUNION (ELW p. 146)
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146)

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
INSERTED MUSIC – “Here Is Bread” (ELW 483)
Here is bread, here is wine, Christ is with us, he is with us.

Break the bread, taste the wine, Christ is with us here.
Refrain:
In this bread there is healing, in this cup is life forever.
In this moment, by the Spirit, Christ is with us here.
Here is grace, here is peace, Christ is with us, he is with us.
Know his grace, find his peace, feast on Jesus here. (Refrain)
Here we are, joined in one, Christ is with us, he is with us.
We’ll proclaim till he comes Jesus crucified. (Refrain)
INSERTED MUSIC – “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine: Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” (ELW
774)

What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms

1 What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
leaning on the everlasting arms;
what a blessedness, what a peace is mine,
leaning on the everlasting arms.
Refrain
Leaning, leaning, (Leaning on Jesus, leaning on Jesus,)
safe and secure from all alarms;
leaning, leaning, (leaning on Jesus, leaning on Jesus,)
leaning on the everlasting arms.
2 Oh, how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,
leaning on the everlasting arms;
oh, how bright the path grows from day to day,
leaning on the everlasting arms. Refrain
3 What have I to dread, what have I to fear,
leaning on the everlasting arms?
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near,
leaning on the everlasting arms. Refrain
INSERTED MUSIC - “Jesus, the Very Thought of You” (ELW 754)

Jesus, the Very Thought of You
1 Jesus, the very thought of you
fills us with sweet delight;
but sweeter far your face to view
and rest within your light.
2 No voice can sing, no heart can frame,

nor can the mind recall
a sweeter sound than your blest name,
O Savior of us all!
3 O Hope of ev'ry contrite soul,
O joy of all the meek,
how kind you are to those who fall!
How good to those who seek!
4 O Jesus, be our joy today;
help us to prize your love;
grant us at last to hear you say:
"Come, share my home above."
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 146)
Let us pray. Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at your table with
food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
SENDING - God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
SENDING OF COMMUNION (ELW p. 146)
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with
heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with those who are sick,
homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this
sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
BLESSING (ELW p. 146)
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.
SENDING SONG – “Oh, When the Saints Go Marching In” (TFF 180)

Oh, When the Saints Go Marching In
1 Oh, when the saints go marching in,
oh, when the saints go marching in,
O Lord, I want to be in that number
when the saints go marching in.
2 Oh, when the Lord in glory comes,
oh, when the Lord in glory comes,
O Lord, I want to be in that number
when the Lord in glory comes.
3 Oh, when the new world is revealed,
oh, when the new world is revealed,
O Lord, I want to be in that number
when the new world is revealed.
4 Oh, when they gather round the throne,
oh, when they gather round the throne,

Oh, Lord, I want to be in that number
when they gather round the throne.
5 Oh, when they crown him King of kings,
oh, when they crown him King of kings,
O Lord, I want to be in that number
when they crown him King of kings.
6 And on that hallelujah day,
and on that hallelujah day,
O Lord, I want to be in that number
on that hallelujah day.
DISMISSAL (ELW p. 146)
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
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