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WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS/GIFTS OF GRACE
INTRODUCTION TO ADVENT: Assisting Minister
Today we begin our celebration of Advent. On these four Sundays leading up to Christmas,
we will rejoice in the great gift that is ours in Jesus Christ.
To help us celebrate, we will be lighting the candles of the Advent wreath. The candles signify that Jesus is
the Light of the World. The evergreens remind us that He is life and brings life to us. All these are arranged
in a circle because life in Christ has no end. Each Sunday we will light an additional candle. Then on
Christmas Eve, we will light all the candles, including the center one, the Christ candle. As we do, we will
rejoice that Christ has come to us. He is Immanuel…God with us. On this first Sunday of Advent, we light
the candle of hope. Hope is our assurance that God will finish all He has started. Hope is our confidence that
He will do all He has promised. All the promises of God are fulfilled in Jesus Christ. He is our hope, today
and forever! (2 Corinthians 1:20) Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! (2 Corinthians 9:15)
GATHERING SONG - “All Earth Is Hopeful: Toda la tierra” (ELW 266)

All Earth Is Hopeful
Toda la tierra
ENGLISH
1 All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last!
Furrows lie open for God's creative task:
this, the labor of people who struggle to see
how God's truth and justice set ev'rybody free.
2 People of Israel, you heard the prophet tell:
"A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel";
she conceived him, "God with us,"
our brother, whose birth
restores hope and courage to children of this earth.
3 Mountains and valleys will have to be prepared;
new highways opened, new protocols declared.
Almost here! God is nearing, in beauty and grace!
All clear ev'ry gateway, in haste, come out in haste!
4 We first saw Jesus a baby in a crib.
This same Lord Jesus today has come to live
in our world; he his present, in neighbors we see
our Jesus is with us, and ever sets us free.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE (ELW p. 138) (spoken)
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us
pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have
mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen.
A CANDLE IS BURNING (sung to tune of Away in a Manger) Congregation sings:
A candle is burning, A flame warm and bright
a candle of hope in December’s dark night
while angels sing blessings from heaven’s starry sky
our hearts we prepare now for jesus is nigh
(Words are a song by Sandra Dean, a former Director of Music at Southminster United Church in Owttawa,
Canada. It is used with her permission and blessing.)
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
The first week of Advent is all about hope. Think about hope as you hear Lamentations 3: 21-24: “But this I
call to mind, and therefore I have hope: The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, God’s mercies never

come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. “The Lord is my portion,” says my
soul, “therefore I will hope in the Lord.”
One purple candle is lit.
Gracious God, As the Advent season begins, we cry out to you. We come to you looking for hope. When
everything else we rely on fails us, our only hope is in you. When we do not understand what has happened,
we hope in you. We can hope for better days because we trust you. We know you and we know you are here
with us no matter what we are facing. Some of us see only darkness this time of year. Some of us find life
overwhelming. Some of us are filled with Advent joy. Wherever we find ourselves today, Loving God,
remind us that our hope is in you. Be with us on this journey. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 142)
Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the
threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
WORD- God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 33:14-16
A reading from Jeremiah.
In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in relationship. God acts
righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having mercy. In today’s reading, Jerusalem’s future
name—“The Lord is our righteousness”—proclaims that God is even now working salvation for Israel.
14
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and
the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David;
and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem
will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 25:1-10
Sung Response: To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
1To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let my enemies triumph over me.
3Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
4Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths.
Sung Response: To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
5Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day
long.
6Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting.
Sung Response: To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me according to your steadfast love
and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.
8You are gracious and up-right, O Lord; therefore you teach sinners in your way.

9You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.
10All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness to those who keep your covenant and
your testimonies.
Sung Response: To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
A reading from 1 Thessalonians.
Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant with gratitude for them. In
this passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing thanks, joy, and blessings for the people of this growing
church.
9
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of you?
10
Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in
your faith. 11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12And may the
Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you.
13
And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at
the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142)

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.
GOSPEL: Luke 21:25-36
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment abound. On that great day there
will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, but God’s people shall be given strength to stand boldly
and receive God’s promised redemption.
[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among
nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will faint from fear and foreboding of
what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Son
of Man coming in a cloud ’with power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, stand
up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 29Then he told them a parable: “Look at
the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that
summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of

God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not
weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you
unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all
times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand
before the Son of Man.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON (ELW p. 143)
I was listening to a podcast about the text we received from Jeremiah today and in the podcast two of the
preachers shared about how their internship congregation (which happened to be the same place) had a
“Jesse Tree” which they constructed each year during Advent. The Jesse Tree included ornaments showing
different people in Jesse’s family tree, which was David’s family tree, which, as we celebrate in Advent, was
Jesus’ ancestral line. In the depiction of Jesse’s tree done by this church in Washington, the tree was cut off
and splintered partway up the trunk, demonstrating the time of great loss and suffering experienced by the
ancient Israelites in the Exodus. Then, out of the break, a small regrowth was
shown, symbolizing the new life that Jesse’s family would have after the exile. The
small regrowth was a reminder for that church of the hope they had in Christ who
emerges after hundreds of years of suffering
and waiting by the Israelites and God’s people.
Though I had heard of the family tree of Jesse
and David, I hadn’t really known what a
powerful symbol this was until I went on
google to search to see what that image would
really look like. I couldn’t find a tree that
looked like the one denoted by these professors,
but I found so many other examples of Jesse
Trees, from simple to extremely ornate.
Goodness, even Etsy and Amazon have Jesse
trees for sale, showing symbols for all the
ancestors of Jesus’ line. Here are just a few of
the images I found:
https://jessehurlbut.net/wp/mssart/?tag=jessetree

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tree_of_Jesse

https://bethrunkle.com/how-to-make-a-jessetree/

https://redeemedreader.com

/2018/11/fd dfd

the-jesse-tree-bygeraldine-mccaughrean/

https://nioras.com/holy-virgin-mary-the-jesse-treebyzantine-wooden-icon-canvas-p-91993.html

I found myself intrigued by these images. As we begin our Advent journey, we remember the people on
these trees. These holy, broken and ordinary people who were loved and guided by God in good times and
bad. For generations, they waited for the anointed one who would come from their family line and bring
hope to their people who were constantly being kicked around by other neighboring empires and who also
were always leading to their own internal demise by not following God’s ways. As Margaret Odell notes, “In
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Jeremiah’s world is in a state of collapse. Jeremiah himself is in prison for preaching that
God would deliver the kingdom into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar for their failure to keep the covenant with
YHWH. Meanwhile, the inhabitants of Jerusalem desperately attempt to protect themselves from
Nebuchadnezzar’s inevitable invasion.”1 Similarly, Michael Chan writes, “Prison is bad enough, but it gets
even worse for Jeremiah, who is forced to serve his prison sentence in the middle of a foreign invasion. In
addition to these horrifying external realties, Jeremiah also carries the burden of his message, that Judah’s
situation is going to get worse before it gets better. The faithlessness of Judah’s leadership and its disregard
for its societal responsibilities invited death and destruction into the city’s once mighty walls.”2

1

https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/first-sunday-of-advent3/commentary-on-jeremiah-3314-16-5. Margaret Odell Commentary for November 28, 2021on Jeremiah
33:14-16. Accessed November 17, 2021.
2
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/first-sunday-of-advent3/commentary-on-jeremiah-3314-16-4. Michael Chan commentary on Jeremiah 33:14-16 for December 2,
2018. Access on November 17, 2021.

https://todaydevotional.com/devotions/the-stumpof-jesse

As I was looking for images of Jesse’s tree, I
stumbled across a series of images that looked
more like this, showing a shoot coming out of a dead stump.

https://www.friendshiptaipei.com/
blog/2014/1/10/the-root-and-shoot-of-jesse-and-thestory-that-makes-sense-of-our-lives

http://stgeorgeubf.org/jesus-a-shoot-from-the-stump-of-jesse-5/
These depictions, perhaps even more than the official ones of Jesse’s tree, are the ones that really embody
this passage from Jeremiah for me. These depictions show ‘“In those days and at that time I will make a
righteous Branch sprout from David’s line; he will do what is just and right in the land. In those days Judah
will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. This is the name by which it[c] will be called. The Lord Our
Righteous Savior.’”
In the plants emerging from the stumps, you see a small glimmer of life coming from something that, by all
accounts, should be completely dead. Compared to their wayward manners of living, compared to the forces
that surrounded them, compared to their inner and outward forms of destruction, the Israelites, God’s chosen
people, should have been destroyed. And, yet, God continued to redeem them and God would bring them,
and all of us, new life through Christ.
Today, as we start Advent, I encourage you to look for ways you are seeing life emerging from death.
Perhaps it is through opportunities to re-connect with those from whom you have been separated during this
pandemic time. Perhaps it is through small moments of forgiveness and understanding instead of old patterns
of grudges and blame. Perhaps it is though small acts of courage, by yourself or others, instead of patterns of
fear. Notice, give thanks for and celebrate these signs of hope. Today, we celebrate that God loved us so
much that God sent God’s son to earth to guide us, teach us, love us and lead us. Even though Israel had
hundreds of years worth of history of destruction and even though that destruction would continue into
Jesus’ time period through the form of the Pharisees, Saducees and Roman Empire, nothing could stop the
spring of life that is Christ himself from entering into our world. But, that life coming out of death and
darkness didn’t just happen in the ancient world. Life emerges from death and destruction each and every
day. We only have to make our eyes, hearts and mind aware of it. Advent blessings to you all today as you
start this time of anticipation and contemplation. Amen.
HYMN OF THE DAY- “Christ, Be Our Light” (ELW 715)

Christ, Be Our Light
1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people,
light for the world to see.
Refrain
Christ, be our light!
Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light!
Shine in your church gathered today.

2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled.
Longing for hope, many despair.
Your word alone has pow'r to save us.
Make us your living voice. Refrain
3 Longing for food, many are hungry.
Longing for water, many still thirst.
Make us your bread, broken for others,
shared until all are fed. Refrain
4 Longing for shelter, many are homeless.
Longing for warmth, many are cold.
Make us your building, sheltering others,
walls made of living stone. Refrain
5 Many the gifts, many the people,
many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another,
signs of your kingdom come. Refrain
NICENE CREED (ELW p. 104)
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s presence.
God of presence and peace, strengthen your church around the globe to proclaim the message of your love
coming to the world. Open our hearts to recognize your face in all people and in all of creation. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

God of mighty redwoods and microscopic plants, fields and city parks, the wind and the waves, be a healing
balm to our wounded planet. May we nurture what you have lovingly created. Hear us, O God. Your mercy
is great.
God of equity and compassion, bring righteousness and goodness to all peoples of the earth. Give a heart of
discernment and integrity to leaders in our communities (local, state, and national government officials may
be named). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of comfort and care, be present with those who watch and wait. Come to all who await births, deaths,
divorces, new unions, new jobs, retirements, healing, and life transitions of every kind (especially)
Members: Don Grant, Todd Poppema, Dave Livingston, Linda Towne, Al Luing, Janice Berger, Sandy
Rogers, Todd Hallstrom, Charlene Wachter, Marilyn Frisch, Julie & Denny Christensen, Dianne Sanderson,
Betty Nelson; Members in Nursing Homes: Lois Graf, Gunnie Mahlberg, Albert Mattisen, Bobbie Elvin,
Sandra Marsh; Members in Care Facilities: Fred Wietzema, Bob Dieter, Joan Doeden, Jean Bender;
Family Members & Friends: Arlene (Fern Burmeister’s sister), Butch Zeiner (Valerie Veen’s brother),
Maverick Thalberg (Fern Burmeister’s great-grandson), Josh Hansen (Mary Ingenthron’s son), Tom Morgan
(Sandy Randall’s dad), Brad Martens (Valerie Veen’s son); Our service men and women and Love INC.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of promises kept and new dreams awakened, shelter your people from destructive storms. We pray for
those whose lives have been upended by natural disasters (especially), for the work of Lutheran Disaster
Response, Lutheran World Relief, and other relief organizations. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of companionship and community, we give you thanks for the saints who journeyed with us and now
abide in you. Even in distress and uncertainty, make us confident that your promises endure forever. Hear us,
O God. Your mercy is great.
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and those of our
hearts, in the name of Jesus. Amen.
OFFERING AND CGC MOMENT
Thomas

- Sanctuary Choir, “Keep Your Lamps” – Arr. By Andre

OFFERING SONG – “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (ELW 257) (vs. 1)
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 144)
Let us pray. God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our
very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 145)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
A HOPEFUL BENEDICTION
Be people of hope. Let hope live in your heart and share the hope of Christ with all you meet. Share hope by
noticing someone else’s humanity. Share hope by listening to someone’s story. Share hope by praying for
our world. In this Advent season, we need to see, feel and share hope. As you go out into the wonder of
God’s creations, share hope with those you meet. Amen.
(Submitted by Rev. Susannah DeBenedetto, Christ Congregational Church & Takoma Park Presbyterian
Church, Takoma Park MD)
SENDING SONG – “Soon and Very Soon” (ELW 439)

1 Soon and very soon we are goin‘ to see the King,
soon and very soon wer are goin‘ to see the King,

soon and very soon we are goin‘ to see the King.
Refrain
Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re goin‘ to see the King!
2 No more cryin‘ there, we are goin‘ to see the King,
no more cryin‘ there, we are goin‘ to see the King,
no more cryin‘ there, we are gon‘ to see the King. Refrain
3 No more dyin‘ there, we are goin‘ to see the King,
no more dyin‘ there, we are goin‘ to see the King,
no more dyin‘ there, we are gon‘ to see the King. Refrain
4 Soon and very soon we are goin‘ to see the King,
soon and very soon wer are goin‘ to see the King,
soon and very soon we are goin‘ to see the King.
Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re goin‘ to see the King!
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelulah, hallelulah.
DISMISSAL (ELW p. 146)
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.
The liturgy and music is reprinted by permission from
One License – #736873-A/CCLI – #1941935/Sundays and Seasons - SAS003615
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Worship & Music Team is looking for new members for our team. We meet on the second Monday of the
month at 6:00 pm. If you are interested, please contact Diana White.
“Encounter” the ecumenical youth group for grades 7 and up is on Sunday nights. We meet at Hy-Vee
where attendees are able to snack on food and have a soda or Starbuck beverage. Friends are invited to come
to this gathering of fun. Activities begin at 6:30 pm and end around 8:00 pm.
Poinsettias will be used at our Christmas services. If you would like to order one in
memory or in honor of a loved one, contact the church office at 376-6148. Please indicate if
you will be picking them up after the Christmas Day Service or if you will leave them here to
be delivered to the shut-ins or nursing homes. Please leave the name of the person or persons
you are giving one for. The cost of a poinsettia will be $10. The deadline to have your
order in is Friday, December 3. Thank you!
2021 Offering – The last day to get your offering in for 2021 will be Tuesday, December 28. Please drop it
off during office hours. All offering received through the mail will need to be in before Christmas. This
allows us to get it deposited for this year. Thank you!
There will be no Wednesday night services on December 22 and 29.

Christmas Services
Friday, December 24
4:00 PM—Traditional candlelight communion service Christmas hymns.
8:00 PM—Traditional candlelight communion service with Christmas hymns.
Saturday, December 25
9:00 AM—Intimate traditional communion service with Christmas hymns.
Annual Reports are due in to the church office by Thursday, December
30.
FELC SCHEDULE FOR November 29 – December 5, 2021
BULLETIN DEADLINE

Monday - 29

9:00AM

Tuesday - 30

7:00AM
2:00PM

Early Risers Bible Study
GriefShare

Wednesday - 1

3:30PM
5:15PM
6:00PM
6:30PM
6:30PM
6:30PM
7:30PM

KFC
Meal
Worship – Holden Evening Prayer for Advent
Confirmation
Property Team
Sanctuary Choir
Youth Group

Thursday – 2
Pastor’s Sabbath Day

Friday - 3
Saturday – 4
Sunday - 5

9:00AM
10:00AM
6:30-8:00PM

Worship/Communion – 2nd Sunday in Advent
Sunday School
Encounter @ Hy-Vee

